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Please Welcome Brett Aljets as the Red Rock
District Executive
I’m your new DE for the Red Rock District. I recently moved back to Sioux
Falls (this past July) with my wife and two adult sons to be near family after
being gone 24 years. We were living in Vancouver, WA (Portland, OR area)
where I planted a church, had my own businesses and lastly was a manager
for REI (Recreational Equipment Incorporated.) I grew up in the Valley
Springs/Brandon area and was a Cub Scout/Boy Scout. While in Vancouver,
both my sons were involved in Scouting. During that time, I served in many
roles with the Scouts (Assistant Den Leader, Den Leader, Cub Master,
Committee Chair, Advancement Chair, Chaplain and served on the Eagle
Board of Review to name just a few!) I’m looking forward to connecting with
all the great volunteers and leaders here and to be a part of this great Council
and Unit.
Working for an outdoor retailer for the last 8 years, I’ve become a gear head!
My wife says I have too much camping and backing stuff! Can you ever have
too much? I enjoy outdoor activities, kayaking, cross country skiing, and
fishing. One of my favorite things to do with my wife is to go “adventuring.”
We just load up in the car and are not sure where the day will take us, but we
always end up doing something
cool.
I’m looking forward to working
with the team and getting to know
all of you this next year. If there is
anything you need, please reach
out to me.
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Charter Renewal
Unit Service is about:
--Being the heart
--Building relationships
--Changing lives
This is the time of year that our units complete charter renewal. Helping them complete that process
timely may be the single greatest opportunity for commissioners to have impact unit retention and
growth. Too often, charter renewal is seen as just another administrative task. It does take time and
effort and involves lots of details, but it enables units to continue to deliver the promise of Scouting to
the youth we serve and also can help grow Scouting. It offers a great opportunity to identify youth
and families that have become inactive and reach out to them to reengage. Recharter 2.0 offers a
better, more efficient way to process charter renewals. Valuable resources are available from your
commissioner for tips on charter renewal. If you have any questions regarding rechartering, please
contact your commissioner. If you don’t know who your commissioner is, please contact your
Scouting professional.
It’s no secret that we don’t have an adequate number of commissioners to support every unit. While
we work to recruit more commissioners to help in that important work, it’s essential that we use our
available resources to support those units where we can have the greatest impact.
Journey to Excellence 2022
Local councils and districts discontinued the use of Journey to Excellence with implementation of our
new National Service Territory structure. New local council performance metrics focus on five areas:

1. Youth safety
2. Youth market share
3. Youth retention
4. Financial stability
Youth ethnic and gender diversity
Journey to Excellence continues to be a planning and recognition tool for units. Commissioners help
units deliver a strong program that attracts and retains youth and adults; effective Unit Service will
have a direct, positive impact on all of our new local council performance metrics. Commissioners
will be advised as soon as the 2022 Scorecards are available; they are being finalized.
WE CHANGE LIVES

As commissioners, our work helps Scouting achieve its mission. We’ve all seen how that can change
the lives of the young people we all serve. Think too, about the volunteers and professionals you’ve
worked with: Scouting changes their lives – and our lives – too. Please consider becoming a
commissioner!
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2021 Cub Membership Award Winners

On behalf of the Council Membership Committee and each District Membership Team we want to
take this opportunity to THANK all our Scouters and families that have been working so hard all
Fall to add new Scouts. Not only in Cub Scouts but also our Scouts BSA units as well. However, as
we all know the Fall is the biggest Cub Scout recruitment time of the year and this year all 3 of our
districts put in a huge amount of effort. Everyone visited so many schools, rallies, and special signup nights across the Sioux Council, BSA. WE want to make special note of our units that really
had exceptional recruiting years and achieved the Membership Growth Award and special Pinewood Derby Car incentive. Each of these Cub Scout Packs ended October by achieving year end
level scouting growth for their units.
Arrowhead District Packs:

18 23 24 & 357

Missouri Valley District Packs: 28 75 93 100 259 & 273
Red Rock District Packs:

8 10 30 31 46 53 57 99 115 117
134 171 212 309 318 320 & 371

Each of these 27 Cub Scout Packs will be receiving free Pinewood Derby cars for their pack this
year. These will be presented by each district during the coming month or so. We are so excited
that so many packs had such a great year, and we are looking forward to seeing even MORE of our
units earn this award and incentive for their packs.
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The Boy Scouts of America Introduces
New Citizenship in Society Merit Badge
The Boy Scouts of America (BSA), one of the largest youth organizations in the United States,
announced the launch of the Citizenship in Society merit badge. The new merit badge encourages
Scouts to explore important topics around diversity, equity, inclusion and ethical leadership and learn
why these qualities are important in society and in Scouting. Beginning July 1, 2022, the Citizenship
in Society merit badge will be required for any youth seeking to achieve the prestigious Eagle Scout
rank.

The Citizenship in Society merit badge is the latest initiative as part of BSA’s ongoing commitment
to promoting diversity, equity and inclusion. Developed by BSA’s Office of Diversity and Youth
Development Office, with input from a dedicated group of Scouting volunteers, BSA youth and
professional staff.
The new merit badge complements existing merit badges, such as the American Cultures,
Citizenship in the Community, Disability Awareness and American Heritage merit badges, which
require Scouts to learn and grow their understanding of diverse perspectives and spur positive action.
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The Sioux Council will be hosting Zoom Program Planning webinars on the below dates in April.
These webinars will take the place of our traditional monthly Roundtable – you only need to attend
one session. This meeting will be online only – you can attend this webinar from your home via
phone or your computer. If you would like to attend in person, as in the past, please coordinate that
with your District Executive or Commissioner.
One of the single most important things a unit can do, along with having trained leaders, is to
develop an annual program calendar. This helps every parent in the unit know what will be
happening in the next year and when. This is especially important to be able to give to new families
when they join. Along with developing the calendar comes the development of the budget to support
your great programming, and we will focus this year’s webinar on the steps to developing them.
Budgeting and planning allow families to know what their responsibility is and why involvement in
fundraisers is so important.
Click on the link to register for the webinar you would like to attend:
Pack Webinars

Troop Webinars

April 12th – 6:30 PM
Click here to Register

April 12th – 8:00 PM
Click here to Register

April 21st – 6:30 PM
Click here to Register

April 21st – 8:00 PM
Click here to Register
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Council Office Closed:
January 3, 2022
January 17, 2022
February 21, 2022
Scout Shop Closed:
January 1, 2022
January 17, 2022
February 21, 2022

Scout Shop Hours
Mon-Wed: 10am—5:30pm
Thurs: CLOSED
Fri: 10am—5:30pm
Sat: 10am—2pm
Closed daily 1:30-2:00pm for lunch

“LIKE” our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/siouxbsa.
Follow your District’s pages too!
Arrowhead District

https://www.facebook.com/North-District-Boy-Scouts-of-America-105587877624980/

Missouri Valley District
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=missouri%20valley%20district-sioux%20council%20bsa

This newsletter is published by the Sioux Council, six times a year, as a tool for volunteer leaders to
assist them in “Delivering the Scouting Promise.”
Terry Sabers, Sioux Falls
Roger Hoyme, Sioux Falls
Vacant
Bryan Knoblich, Sioux Falls
Angie Anderson, Watertown
Melody Engel, Sioux Falls

Council President
Council Commissioner
Scout Executive
Assistant Scout Executive
Editor
Editor
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Hot off the presses!
Congratulations to our High Sellers!
Top Seller in Sioux Council: $400 Amazon Gift Card
2nd Seller in Council: $300 Amazon Gift Card
Top Seller in Each District: $150 Amazon Gift Card
Notes: If you qualify for either Council Top Seller Prize, you are exempt from qualifying for the Top
Seller in the District.
Also: For ANY Scout who sells $1,750 or more, they will earn an additional $50 Amazon gift card!
And the winners are…
Council Top Seller:

Jayden Fattig

Pack 87

$7,536.00

2nd Council Top Seller:

Ashton Emme

Pack 75

$7,006.00

Arrowhead Top Seller:

Connor Orr

Troop 188

$6,135.14

Missouri Valley Top Seller: Paul Bauman

Troop 72

$6,920.00

Red Rock Top Seller:

Pack 46

$5,615.00

Ethan Klinski

Thank you to all who participated in the 2021 Popcorn Fundraiser!
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Arrowhead District
Over the next three months Units will be hosting
Family Friends of Scouting Presenters at Blue
and Gold Ceremonies and Court of Honors.
Please consider giving to this important
campaign and support Scouts in our area.
2022 Klondike
Come test your winter survival skills in a race
against Time and Nature.
This year’s Klondike will be held at Fisher Grove
State Park on the 21-22 of January.
Go to www.siouxcouncil.org to register.
Deadline to register online is Wednesday,
January 19
All Units MUST bring and prepare their own
food.
Helmets will be Required for all Sledding and
Skiing Activities.
Scouts can be stopped at any time to answer a
Scout related question. Each correct answer will
earn a gold nugget for their group. So come
PREPARED!!

Friends of Scouting (FOS)
Friends of Scouting is the annual giving campaign
for Sioux Council BSA. Through Friends of
Scouting businesses, families and individuals
develop tomorrow’s leaders by investing in the
youth of our community. The annual Friends of
Scouting campaign provides a critical portion of
the funds needed to deliver the best Scouting
programs and activities!
Why Invest in Friends of Scouting?
Giving to the Friends of Scouting Family
campaign is one way you can support Arrowhead
District. Funds from FOS help provide a variety
important area resource, Camp properties, Scout
programing, training and program resources for
volunteer leaders, website and online resources,
staff support, and Scouting Scholarships and
Camperships.
This investment into Scouting programs helps us
to teach our Scouts character, leadership,
integrity, and the skills needed to be successful in
today’s world.

Welcome Pack 63
Please Join me in Welcoming Pack 63 in Elkton.
This is a new pack that started at the end of
November with 11 youth and a solid group of
enthusiastic leaders. This pack has already
shown us that they are eager to get started by
selling popcorn and hosting an exciting Turtle
Race. We look forward to watching this Pack
have a positive impact on the Elkton
community.
Contacts:
District Chairman:
Mike Butts
mbutts2109@gmail.com
District Commissioner:
Brett Stulken
(605)225-7278
bjstulken@nrctv.com
Senior District Executive:
Angie Anderson
(605) 880-9520
angie.anderson@scouting.org

District Calendar:
January:
3—Council Office Closed
4—District Committee/Commissioner’s Meeting
11—Roundtable
21-22—Klondike
29—Council Leadership Team Meeting

February:
1—District Committee/Commissioner’s Meeting
8—Roundtable
13—Scout Sunday
21—President’s Day: Council Office Closed
28—Eagle Scholarships Due
March:
1—District Committee/Commissioner’s Meeting
8—Roundtable
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Missouri Valley District
HAPPY NEW YEAR! Wait, what? It is the New
Year!?!? What happened to 2021?
Well, you guessed it, it has come and gone already
and what a wonderful year it was! Hey, don’t worry
2022 has a lot to offer. Let’s celebrate last year before
we jump into what is around the corner next year.
Take time to say “Thanks” to who made 2021 a
success! This list could be endless, but let’s start here:
First, give yourself and your fellow scouts a pat on
the back. Without all the countless hours our adult
volunteer leaders and scouts put in, Missouri Valley
and Sioux Council wouldn’t exist! Take time to
recognize your fellow scouters, adult, and youth, for
everything they do for Scouting. Good job to
everyone; keep up the great work!
Next, I’d like to highlight a couple of people. Thanks,
Brad Hyronimus, for being our District Chair and
keeping us all in line and moving forward! Jumping
on board right in the middle of the chaotic time of
year (Fall recruitments and popcorn sales) isn’t easy;
keep up the good work!
Speaking of Popcorn, Veda Church, Missouri
Valley’s District Popcorn Chair, did a wonderful job!
Popcorn sales were great! And don’t forget to thank
your own unit’s Popcorn Kernel. He/she does a lot
more than one realizes!
Special thanks to Rod Pieper, District Commissioner,
for keeping the commissioner staff in contact with the
unit leaders. Those important connections help us
understand the strengths and challenges of each unit.
On to 2022. Hopefully, everyone unit re-chartered
and set to go for another great year! Let’s do a brief
run-through of what’s coming up.
Time to pull out the sled; the Klondike Derby is
February 5, in Mitchell. This is your Troop’s time to
show off their Scouting skills and see who can collect
the most “gold”! Don’t miss the registration deadline
(January 30)!
February also brings us Scout Week, Scout
Anniversary, and Scout Sunday! Remember, a Scout
is Reverent. Consider connecting with one of your
local churches and volunteer to help with the service.
Many church communities with allow the Scouts to
hand out the bulletins, usher, serve coffee and cookies
after the service, etc. Check with your local church
and see what your unit can do to help on Scout
Sunday!
Scouts, what is their favorite thing to do at District
and Council events? You guessed it—shooting sports!
However, if we do not have trained rangemasters we
cannot have shooting sports activities. We need more
rangemasters to offer these activities. There are many
training opportunities this year.

Please sign up for one of these trainings, so we
have enough volunteers to run ranges. To make it
simple—no trained rangemasters equals no
shooting sports. This leads to unhappy campers.
Let’s keep our campers happy; get trained so we
can continue to offer the scouts their favorite
activity!
Summer seems far off, so keep an eye on the
Council website and get your Scouts registered for
summer activities. Let’s all do everything we can
to make 2022 the best Scouting year! Happy
Scouting!
Contacts
District Chairman:
Brad Hyronimus
(605) 214-0523
bhyronimus@sioux.com
District Commissioner:
Rodney Pieper
(605) 660-2806
rpiepr@gmail.com
District Executive:
David Haen
(507) 828-4992
david.haen@scouting.org
District Director:
Will Kennedy
(605) 670-8606
will.kennedy@scouting.org
District Calendar
January:
4—District Committee Meeting
7-8—OA Winter Banquet
13—Roundtable
27—District Commissioner’s Meeting
February:
1—District Committee Meeting
5—Klondike Derby
6-12—Scout Week
8—Scout Anniversary
10—Roundtable
13—Scout Sunday
24—District Commissioner’s Meeting
March:
1—District Committee Meeting
10—Roundtable
19—Cub Scout Range Master Training (Sioux Falls)
26—Cub Scout Range Master Training (Mitchell)
31—District Commissioner’s Meeting
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Red Rock District

Red Rock District Planning Conference
The annual planning conference for the Red
Rock District Will be held at the Scout Office on
Saturday Jan 15th 9am-noon. As with each year
we will be reviewing the next years plan for dates
-events and calendarization for the district. Each
of our program chairs will be presenting their
needs and dates for activities. Any Scout parent
or lead is welcome to attend and share their ideas
and give their input on events new and old. We
will be reviewing the district structure and
processes as well to ensure we are following the
most efficient processes we can. *Breakfast is
served.

The program team is excited about the event
and the stations will test all Scouts knowledge
of the outdoors and dealing with winter.
Winter Camping is strongly encouraged as a
part of the event. You and your Scouts will not
want to miss this event! Watch your district
emails and the calendar for leaders guides and
updates. The event coordinators will be
contacting every troop in Red Rock district
about your participation and asking for plenty
of station support. This will be a FANTASTIC
event. Registration is open.

Red Rock Spring
camporee will be at Pioneer Park and Hidden
Valley Golf Course in Brandon, SD, April 29May 1st. We are still planning, but Scouts may
be able to earn the Golf Merit Badge. Each
scout will get to play 18 holes of golf and learn
about Golf while earning a fun merit badge.
Contacts:

Scout Night at the Skyforce!!!
The Red Rock District has set up a great
opportunity for our units and families at all
levels. On Saturday January 15th we will have a
scout night with the Sioux Falls Skyforce. Game
time is 7pm at the Pentagon in Sioux Falls.
Tickets are $10. Families can order or units can
order as a group. Any group over 25 or more gets
a free autographed jersey. Scouts, family, and
friends from all districts are welcome to purchase
tickets. If you want to order group tickets, please
call Jeremy at 605-332-0605. Use the QR code to
order tickets for 8 or fewer:

2022 Klondike-Pioneer Challenge
The 2022 Pioneer Challenge location has
changed. Due to facility issues the event will
now be held at the Madison, SD Izaak Walton
League.

District Chairman:
Vacant
District Commissioner:
Steve Schempp
(240) 434-6504
commissionersteve@outlook.com
District Executive:
Brett Aljets
(360) 903-2680
Brett.aljets@scouting.org
Field Director
Mike O’Connor
(515) 732-8288
michael.oconnor@scouting.org
District Calendar
January:
13—Roundtable
15—District Planning Conference (9am-Nonn)
15—Scout’s Night at Sky Force (7pm)
February:
3—District Committee/Commissioner’s Meeting
10—Roundtable
11-13—Klondike: Pioneer Challenge
March:
3—District Committee/Commissioner’s Meeting
10—Roundtable
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Jesse Urevig

Troop 209

Watertown SD

Evan Thor Stromsness

Troop 23

Clark SD

Holy Name Catholic Church of
Watertown
American Legion Post 60

Alex Eugene Jensen

Troop 11

Beresford SD

VFW of Beresford Post 2975

Nana Kwesi Addo

Troop 28

Jefferson SD

Tri-State Youth Association

Isaac Robert Hemmingson

Troop 60

Canton SD

Canton Rotary Club

Easton Kale Williamson

Troop 220

Pipestone MN

Peace United Methodist Church of
Pipestone
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Contacts
Phone

Scout Executive
Assist. Scout Executive
Program Director
Field Director
Missouri Valley District Executive
Missouri Valley District Director
Arrowhead Senior District Executive
Red Rock District Executive
Juvenile Diversion Director
Office Manager/Accounting
Administrative Assistant
Registrar
Office Assistant

Vacant
Bryan Knoblich
Pete Carteaux
Mike O’Connor
David Haen
Will Kennedy
Angie Anderson
Brett Aljets
Aubrey Kimball
Kris Hanson
Linda Wagner
Glenda Kautz
Melody Engel

(605) 361-2697
(605) 323-0712
(605) 323-0747
(605) 323-0743
(507) 828-4992
(605) 670-8606
(605) 880-9520
(605) 323-0740
(605) 323-0748
(605) 323-0714
(605) 323-0710
(605) 323-0713
(605) 361-2697

Lewis and Clark Ranger
Center for Scouting

Barry Schloss
Main Phone
FAX
Main Phone

(605) 665-7970
(605) 361-2697
(605) 361-2381
(605) 361-5220

Camps

Premier Scout Shop

Email
bryan.knoblich@scouting.org
pete.carteaux@scouting.org
michael.oconnor@scouting.org
david.haen@scouting.org
will.kennedy@scouting.org
angelica.anderson@scouting.org
brett.aljets@scouting.org
aubrey.kimball@scouting.org
kristopher.hanson@scouting.org
linda.wagner@scouting.org
glenda.kautz@scouting.org
melody.engel@scouting.org
bsaranger@aol.com
Email: sioux.council@scouting.org
Website: www.siouxcouncil.org
siouxpremierscoutshop@
scouting.org

Sioux Council, Boy Scouts of America
800 N. West Ave.
Sioux Falls, SD 57104

Sioux Council Staff

